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Market POsitiOn

For over a quarter-century, BirdWatching has been North 
America’s premier magazine about wild birds and birding. 
Regardless of whether our readers enjoy birds in their backyard 
or far afield, they’ll find information to help them find, attract, 
identify, and understand birds.  

According to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, birdwatchers spend 
more than $42 billion per year on travel and equipment. As the 
premier resource for birders, BirdWatching gets your products 
and services in front of a loyal and engaged audience.

BirdWatching is  
 a favorite of birders
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editOrial FOcus

HOtsPOts near YOu 
Maps, directions, bird lists, and 
up-to-date information from local 
birders about easily accessible 
places to watch birds. 

id tOOlkit bY david sibleY 
Bird-identification tips that you  
won’t find in any field guide,  
from the author of the bestselling 
Sibley Guide to Birds.

id tiPs bY kenn kauFMan 
From the well-known birder, 
conservationist, public speaker,  
and author, clear explanations of 
what to look for to identify North 
American birds.

birder at large bY Pete dunne 
Observations about the world of 
birds and birdwatching from the 
retired director of the Cape May 
Bird Observatory and author of 
many books about birding. 

On tHe MOve 
North American bird migration 
plotted on colorful maps created  
by eBird and described by eBird 
project leaders.

since YOu asked  
bY Julie craves 
Answers to readers’ questions  
about birds from the supervisor  
of avian research at the Rouge 
River Bird Observatory at the 
University of Michigan Dearborn.

PHOtO gallerY 
Photographs of recent rare birds 
taken by birders across Canada  
and the United States.

aMazing birds bY eldOn greiJ 
Birds’ fascinating biology and 
amazing behavior explained  
by the magazine’s founder,  
a professor emeritus at Hope  
College in Holland, Michigan.

attracting birds  
bY laura ericksOn 
Practical guidance on  
attracting, feeding, sheltering,  
and understanding the birds in 
your backyard from the popular 
tour leader, speaker, blogger,  
and author. 

editOrial Features in everY issue

•	backyard birding

•	bird identification

•	  understanding bird 
behavior

•	  books & new products

•	  birding locations,  
events & travel

•	conservation

•	Optics
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editOrial calendar

MarcH/aPril 2015

Space close: January 12, 2015

Materials: January 18, 2015

On Sale: March 3, 2015

Editorial Highlights: BACKYARD 

BIRDING - Backyards that birds 

love. Also, birding by impression, 

Sandhill Cranes on the Platte, and 

reasons to love new birders. Plus, 

Hotspots Near You in Nevada, Mis-

souri, Florida, and Iowa.

MaY/June 2015

Space close: March 16, 2015

Materials: March 22, 2015

On Sale: May 5, 2015

Editorial Highlights: NEW 

BOOKS ABOUT BIRDS. Also, un-

der cover with Whooping Cranes, 

five reasons to bird with children, 

and tips for getting kids interested 

in birds. Plus, Hotspots Near You 

in California, Florida, New York, 

and Virginia.

JulY/august 2015

Space close: May 11, 2015

Materials: May 17, 2015

On Sale: June 30, 2015

Editorial Highlights: PROTHO-

NOTARY WARBLER. Also, birding 

Alaska’s Kenai Peninsula, and how 

to prepare for birding trips. Plus, 

Hotspots Near You in California, 

Massachusetts, North Carolina, 

and Wisconsin.

sePteMber/OctOber 2015

Space close: July 13, 2015

Materials: July 19, 2015

On Sale: September 1, 2015

Editorial Highlights: FOUR 

HAWK WATCHES. Also, owls of 

North America, participating in a 

Breeding Bird Atlas, and turning 

the biological species concept 

upside-down. Plus, Hotspots Near 

You in New York, Iowa, Ontario, 

and Washington.

nOveMber/deceMber 2015

Space close: September 14, 2015

Materials: September 20, 2015

On Sale: November 3, 2015

Editorial Highlights: PAINTED 

BUNTING. Also, photos of amazing 

birds and new books about birds. 

Plus, Hotspots Near You.

JanuarY/FebruarY 2016

Space Close: November 17, 2015

Materials: November 24, 2015

On Sale: January 5, 2016 

Editorial Highlights: HARLEQUIN 

DUCK. Also, early drawings by 

Audubon, and birding Snake 

Bight Trail in the Everglades.  

Plus, Hotspots Near You.
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More than 37,000 magazine  
readers, through both print  

and digital editions

More than 32,000 unique visitors  
to birdWatchingdaily.com  
with 70,000 page views

20,000 opt-in  
e-newsletter subscribers

26,000 likes and  
followers on the magazine’s  

social media pages

reacHing birders

Every month, the  
BirdWatching brand reaches: 
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tHe BirdWatching reader PrOFile

The BirdWatching reader is passionate about birding

86% own five or more books  
about birding.

While birding, 79% take one of the  
following items: binoculars; spotting scope;  

field guide; and digital camera.

98% travel to go birdwatching.
87% of our readers have purchased a product  
or attended an event as a result of seeing an  

advertisement in birdWatching.

66% of our readers have been active  
in birding for over 10 years!

63% of our readers include hiking,  
camping, canoeing, fishing, and hunting  

among their other hobbies.
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WHat tHeY are saYing abOut BirdWatching

I anxiously look forward to every new issue of 
BirdWatching. The magazine always brings me new 
and interesting stories from the world of birding 
along with outstanding bird photography. Keep up 
the great work! – Brian Small, photographer

BirdWatching magazine offers not only interesting 
stories related to birdwatching, but also covers 
key issues related to bird conservation.  
– roBert JohnS, american Bird conServancy 

BirdWatching magazine covers the entire breadth 
of a birder’s world, with splendid coverage 
about the lives of birds, identification tips and 
suggestions for how we can enjoy watching 
them at home and afield, travel information 
for great birding destinations, breaking news 
about important conservation issues and what 
we can do to help birds, photography tips, 
and more. Between the magazine and the 
BirdWatchingDaily.com website, I’m kept up to 
date on all the birding news and information I 
need. I read every issue from cover to cover. And 
I’m rewarded, every time, with beauty, pleasure, 
and food for thought.  
– laura erickSon, author and radio producer

BirdWatching is consistently high-quality,  
always striking the right balance of intelligence  
and approachability for bird lovers of all types  
and skills. – Julie craveS, author

Photo by Missy Mandel
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strategic Marketing sOlutiOns

With the help of our team of experts, we develop and deliver highly engaging, world-class 
content that is disseminated and consumed through virtually all channels.

Reach a  
targeted audience 

on almost  
every platform. 

6 amazing print issues per year Multiple web ad-placement options

Biweekly e-mail newsletter Custom e-mail newsletters

Smartphone & tablet editions 
with hot links

Rapidly growing  
social media communities
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HigH-iMPact Print & digital advertising OPPOrtunities

Reach your targeted audience and exceed your marketing 
goals by leveraging BirdWatching’s media vehicles:

Print disPlaY advertising
Increase visibility and generate interest among 
37,000 avid readers who rely on BirdWatching  
for information on all things birding.

sPOnsOred Print advertising
Sponsor a department in BirdWatching  
magazine to engage buyers through native  
advertising opportunities:
•	 Hotspots Near You – Where to watch birds
•	 ID Tips – Identifying North American birds
•	 Your View – Reader-submitted photographs

HOlidaY giFt guide 
Get your products and services in front of thou-
sands of birdwatchers in the November/Decem-
ber issue of BirdWatching.

advertOrial
One of the most effective ways to market and sell 
your products and services is to create your own 
message. Feature native content that includes 
your advertisement and unique story.

custOM Print OPPOrtunities
Let us create a custom publication with your  
content or sponsor our editorial as white label  
to target customers with a premium, product  
catalog or event program.

birdWatcHingdailY.cOM
With more than 32,000 unique visitors 
per month, BirdWatchingDaily.com ag-
gregates a remarkable amount of timely 
and engaging content.
•	 Integration of advertising  

and marketing space on  
every page

•	 News, reviews, photos,  
guides and more

•	 Up-to-date calendar  
of events

•	 A strong community  
of birders

eMail Marketing
Choose from sponsored e-mail newslet-
ters featuring your own message or ban-
ner ads in our e-newsletter. Both reach 
over 20,000 opt-in email subscribers.

sOcial Media
Access the power of our  
birding communities across  
social media platforms with  
our 26,000 likes and followers.

Visit us online:
www.BirdWatchingDaily.com

 6 From the editor

 9 Birding briefs
Important news about Passenger Pigeon,  
Blue-footed Booby, Northern Wheatear, and 
pesticides, plus photos of recent rarities, 
 conservation news, and fall festivals and events.

 10 Since you asked JULIE CRAVES
Orioles that eat peanuts, the odd shape of  
murre eggs, the ratio of males to females  
among cardinals, and Black Skimmers that  
lie on their bellies.

 12 On the move EBIRD
When to watch for migating Golden Eagle and 
Wilson’s Snipe.

 18 Birder at large PETE DUNNE
Birding insights from an 85-year-old checklist.

 36 ID tips KENN KAUFMAN
How to identify Winter Wren and Pacific Wren.

 44 Amazing birds ELDON GREIJ
Meet the most abundant bird in the world.

 46 Attracting birds LAURA ERICKSON
A pond, an assortment of trees and shrubs,  
and many, many birds.

 55 Classifieds

 56 ID toolkit DAVID ALLEN SIBLEY
How learning just one detail will help you 
remember the whole bird.

FROM OUR READERS

 48 Your view
Contest winners: Read the essays that earned 
a young birder and an adult mentor Leica 
Trinovid binoculars.

 53 Your letters

 54 Fieldcraft
Great Blue Heron in blue blossoms,  
photographed by a reader.

IN EVERY ISSUEFEATURES

COVER PHOTOS  Magnolia Warbler by Steve and Dave Maslowski, 
Baltimore Oriole (inset) by Kelly Colgan Azar

October 2014 Vol.28 No.5

 20 Identify fall warblers COVER STORY
   The authors of The Warbler Guide tell how to ID Blackpoll, 

Pine, Bay-breasted, Magnolia, and other warblers.  
BY TOM STEPHENSON AND SCOTT WHITTLE

 26 Black-backed Woodpecker
   Why this hard-to-find woodpecker can’t resist a fire-

scorched northern forest. BY WARREN UXLEY

 32 Complicity
   A birder learns firsthand about birds and buildings clad  

in reflective glass. BY JOHN R. NELSON

 39 Four hawk watches
   Descriptions, maps, tips, and directions to superb  

places to watch hawks this autumn. BY JOE SEBASTIANI,  
TAIT JOHANSSON, SUSAN A. HEATH, AND JERRY LIGUORI
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Hawks over 
the Grand 

Canyon! 
p.39

Venetian Gardens / Leesburg, FL
www.WingsAndWildfl owers.com/BWM  •  352-742-3924

WingsAndWildfl owers @WingsWildfl ower

Mark these species off  your life list by 
sighti ng them in Lake County:

• Bachman’s Sparrow

• Brown-headed Nuthatch

• Burrowing Owl 

• Florida Scrub-jay              

• Red-cockaded Woodpecker

• Short-tail Hawk

K e y n o t e  S p e a k e r s

Roger L. Hammer
Award-winning professional 

naturalist, author and photographer

Greg Mil ler 
Birder and inspiration for The 

Big Year moti on picture

Stacy Tornio 
Editor of Birds & Blooms and a 

Wisconsin Master Gardener

GREAT GIFTS FOR THE 2014 HOLIDAY SEASON

2014 BirdWatching2014 BirdWatching2014 BirdWatching

HolidayHoliday
Gift Guide

www.kowa-usa.com 

KOWA SPORTING OPTICS
Featuring PROMINAR Pure Fluorite and XD Lenses

2014 HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTON

Make this the perfect holiday season and give your loved ones, or yourself, what you 
have been wishing for. Kowa’s PROMINAR lineup of binoculars and spotting scopes proudly boasts 

Pure Fluorite Crystal or XD (extra-low dispersion) lenses.

Greatly reducing chromatic aberration, the TSN-880 Series scopes feature an 88mm objective lens 
of Pure Fluorite Crystal. To maximize image quality even further, you may use the TE-11WZ, a 25-60x Wide 

Angle Zoom eyepiece which features XD glass. Sharing nearly the same quality as pure fluorite crystal, XD glass 
contains very similar properties to reduce chromatic aberration. Other eyepiece options include the TE-17W 

(30x Wide Angle) and the TE-20H (25x Long Eye Relief) eyepiece.

Also in Kowa’s PROMINAR lineup, the TSN-660 Series scopes feature XD lenses. Although they share 
the same optical characteristics as the TSN-880 series, the TSN-660 scopes are more compact. 

Available eyepiece options for this series include the TE-9Z (20-60X zoom), the TE-14WD 
(30x Wide Angle), and the TE-17HD (25x Long Eye Relief).

Kowa’s newest additions to the binocular family are the BD-XD Series, all of which 
feature XD glass. Joining the BD42-XD binoculars are the BD32-XD and BD56-XD binoculars with 32mm 
and 56mm objective lenses, respectively. All BD-XD binoculars are available in 8x and 10x magnifications 

in a magnesium alloy body with twist-up eyecups. 

Whether you are looking for a top-of-the-line TSN-883 scope with Pure Fluorite Crystal 
or a compact pair of binoculars like the BD32-XD, Kowa has something for everyone.

TSN-883 TSN-663M BD32-8XD BD56-10XD

REVISED AND UPDATED EDITION OF THE BESTSELLING 
CLASSIC, TWO-VOLUME BOXED SET

DUCKS, GEESE, AND 
SWANS OF NORTH AMERICA 

BY GUY BALDASSARRE

Ducks, Geese, and Swans of North America has been hailed as a classic since the first 
edition was published in 1942. A must-have for professional biologists, birders, waterfowl 

hunters, decoy collectors, and wildlife managers, this fully revised and updated edition 
provides definitive information on the continent’s forty-seven species. Maps of both winter 
and breeding ranges are presented with stunning images by top waterfowl photographers 

and the acclaimed original artwork of Robert W. (Bob) Hines. 

“A stunning new classic, at once magnificent in its visual appeal and truly 
comprehensive in its scientific breadth and depth. This book absolutely belongs 

on the shelf or coffee table of anyone who has ever marveled at waterfowl.”
— John W. Fitzpatrick, Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology

Available from Johns Hopkins University Press / 1-800-537-5487 / press .jhu.edu
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Hawk
Watch Hill

In most years, observers 
at Chestnut Ridge record 
the highest raptor totals of 
any autumn watch in New 
York State. � e site’s biggest 
attraction is the sometimes-
spectacular Broad-winged 
Hawk migration in mid- to 
late September. Chestnut 
Ridge also gets good numbers 
of Sharp-shinned and 
Cooper’s Hawks a little later 
in the season, Red-shouldered 
Hawks in late October and 
early November, and Golden 
Eagles and goshawks from late 
October through November. 

As I walk up the trail leading 
to the watch platform in the morning, I often run into fall warblers and 
other migrant passerines. Seats on the wooden platform provide an expan-
sive easterly view toward Connecticut and Long Island Sound. Standardized 
hawk counts have taken place here since 1979. The Bedford Audubon Society 
hires a hawk counter and an intern every year, and the watch is manned 
daily from late August to late November, weather permitting. 

Raptors are the stars, of course, but Chestnut Ridge is also a great spot to 
watch songbirds in the morning, nighthawks in the evening, and migrating 
hummingbirds and monarch butterflies. — Tait Johansson

Tait Johansson is a naturalist at the Bedford 
Audubon Society and the coordinator of the 
Chestnut Ridge Hawk Watch. He was the 
official counter in 2000 and 2001. 

Chestnut Ridge Hawk Watch is located in the Nature Conservancy’s 363-acre Arthur W. 
Butler Sanctuary. From north- or southbound I-684, exit onto Rt. 172 and turn west. Drive 
about 100 yards and turn left onto Chestnut Ridge Rd. Go 1.5 miles, turn right toward the 
sanctuary entrance, and continue across Lake Bridge to the parking lot. 

AT A GLANCE

HABITAT

Ridge at edge of deciduous forest.

TERRAIN

Watch site is a short hike up an uneven, sloping 
trail. Sanctuary contains 6.6 miles of trails.

BIRDS

Black and Turkey Vultures, Osprey, Bald Eagle, 
Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s 
Hawks, Northern Goshawk, Red-shouldered, 
Broad-winged, and Red-tailed Hawks, Golden 
Eagle, American Kestrel, Merlin, and Peregrine 
Falcon. Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Wood 
Thrush, Ovenbird, Common Yellowthroat, Scarlet 
Tanager, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Baltimore 
Oriole, and other migrants. Rarities: Swainson’s 
Hawk, Sandhill Crane.

WHEN TO GO

Autumn. Broad-winged Hawk migration peaks 
September 12-27. Best flights after the passage 
of a cold front and when winds are from the 
northwest, north, or northeast.

AMENITIES

Wooden observation platform with seats. Hawk 
counter on site August-November and intern 
September-October. Bedford Audubon Society 
and nearby Westmoreland Sanctuary offer 
several field trips to Chestnut Ridge each fall. No 
restrooms, food, or water.

ACCESS

Nature Conservancy sanctuary. Free parking; 
no entrance fee. Open year-round. Hawk watch 
sponsored by Nature Conservancy and Bedford 
Audubon Society.

TIPS

Bring a spotting scope, a hat with a brim, and 
sunscreen.

FOR MORE INFO

Bedford Audubon Society, (914) 232-1999, 
www.bedfordaudubon.org. Chestnut Ridge 
Hawk Watch, www.bedfordaudubon.org/
hawkwatch.html, www.facebook.com/
ChestnutRidgeHawkwatch. Arthur W. Butler 
Sanctuary, http://bit.ly/butlersanctuary. New 
York City-area Rare Bird Alert, including 
Westchester County, (212) 979-3070.

www.BirdWatchingDaily.com/hotspotsmap

41

sponsored by

We make it visible.

chestnut ridge hawk watch
mt. kisco, new york
41°10'44.95"N 73°41'9.00"W

sites nearby
Tablet readers: Tap the links to 
read more about each site.

Marshlands Conservancy
About 21 miles from Chestnut Ridge 
in Rye, New York. Small area of salt 
marsh on Long Island Sound. Good 
for passerines and waterbirds.

Croton Point Park
17 miles from Chestnut Ridge in 
Croton-on-Hudson, New York. 
Excellent for fall sparrows, other 
migrants, and grassland species. 

Several years ago, I had lunch 
with another sta�  member at 
the top of a hill at the Ashland 
Nature Center, headquarters of 
the Delaware Nature Society. 
We stared as raptor a� er 
raptor paraded past us: Red-
shouldered Hawks, Osprey, 
Sharp-shinned Hawks, and 
American Kestrels. I realized 
this was an amazing spectacle 
that other birders needed to 
witness. Northern Delaware 
did not have an o�  cial hawk 
watch at that time; my goal 
was to start one. 

In 2007, the nature society 
began the annual Ashland 
Hawk Watch in partnership with the Delmarva Ornithological Society. 
Birders have tallied 10,000 to 20,000 raptors each fall at the site, which is 
now known as Hawk Watch Hill. Every day in the fall, you’ll find a trained 
hawk watcher who points out birds as they pass. Early in the season, look for 
Bald Eagle, American Kestrel, Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s Hawks, Merlin, 
Northern Harrier, Osprey, and especially Broad-winged Hawk. The biggest 
show happens September 15-25, when hundreds or even thousands of 
Broad-wings can cruise past in a day or a few hours. One day in 2013, more 
than 7,000 hawks flew by, astonishing observers. — Joe Sebastiani

Joe Sebastiani is the seasonal programs leader 
for the Delaware Nature Society, president of 
the Delmarva Ornithological Society, and 
coordinator of the Ashland Hawk Watch. 

Ashland Nature Center is a 132-acre wooded sanctuary about 25 minutes from 
Wilmington. From the city, take Lancaster Pike (Rt. 48) west to Centerville Rd. and turn 
right. Drive half a mile, turn left on Barley Mill Rd., and go three miles to the intersection 
with Brackenville Rd. Turn right. In 300 feet, turn left to reach the parking area.

AT A GLANCE

HABITAT

Mature oak-hickory forest, hillside thickets, 
managed meadows, a creek, and a small wetland.

TERRAIN

Hilly to flat. Getting to the hawk watch requires 
walking up the highest hill on the property. A 
cart is available to transport birders who need 
assistance; call ahead. Paved areas around 
nature center can be birded from a wheelchair.

BIRDS

More than 200 species. Hawk watch: Bald Eagle, 
American Kestrel, Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s 
Hawks, Merlin, Northern Harrier, Osprey, Broad-
winged, Red-tailed, and Red-shouldered Hawks, 
Peregrine Falcon, Golden Eagle, Red-headed 
Woodpecker, Rusty Blackbird, Common Loon, 
Common Nighthawk, Purple Finch, and Pine 
Siskin. Forests: Black-and-white, Blue-winged, 
Blackburnian, Black-throated Blue, Cape May, 
Magnolia, and Bay-breasted Warblers, American 
Redstart, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Scarlet 
Tanager, Indigo Bunting, Empidonax and other 
flycatchers, and Gray-cheeked and Swainson’s 
Thrushes. Rarities: Wood Stork, Sandhill Crane, 
Common Raven, Mississippi and Swallow-tailed 
Kites, Rough-legged Hawk, Pomarine Jaeger.

WHEN TO GO

From mid-April to late May and from mid-August 
to the end of November. 

AMENITIES

Guided bird walks year-round. Annual Big Sit on 
second weekend in October. Restrooms at hawk 
watch and in nature center. 

ACCESS

Delaware Nature Society property. Trail-use fee 
$2 for non-members. (Members have free access 
to trails.) Nature center open 8:30-4:30 Monday 
through Friday. Grounds open dawn to dusk.

TIPS

Arrive early in the morning and bird the parking 
lot and trails; head to the hawk watch in mid- to 
late morning. Bring a lunch and a scope. 

FOR MORE INFO

Delaware Nature Society, (302) 239-2334, 
www.delawarenaturesociety.org.

www.BirdWatchingDaily.com/hotspotsmap
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sponsored by

We make it visible.  see our ad on the inside front cover

sites nearby
Tablet readers: Tap the links to read 
more about each site.

White Clay Creek State Park 
15 minutes southwest of nature center 
on Hopkins Rd. in Newark, Delaware. 
Great for migrant songbirds and 
breeding Cerulean Warbler.

Brandywine Creek State Park 
15 minutes east of nature center on 
Adams Day Rd. in Wilmington. Forests, 
thickets, and meadows bordering the 
Brandywine River.
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A Great Blue Heron sails across 
Mobile Bay at sunset. Pelicans f ly in 
perfect formation then come to rest on 
the waters of the Gulf and search for the 
catch of the day. A variety of gulls and 
other shore birds dart along the water’s 
edge. The Alabama Coastal Birding 
Trail is a birder’s paradise. 

From the popular resort areas along 
the Gulf beaches to the immensely 
bio-diverse delta, this region is a 
well-known spot for a variety of feath-
ered seasonal visitors and year-round 
residents. Consequently, it has also 
become a popular destination for birders 
from throughout the region. The trail 
spans two counties, and is enhanced by 
directional and interpretive signage, 
offering birding enthusiasts as well as 
those new to the pastime plenty of 
opportunities for viewing.

The trail winds through more than 50 
birding sites grouped into six geographic 
loops, close enough to easily be driven 
from one to another. In between each are 
plenty of places to eat, sightsee and soak 
in the local flavor. The combination of 
outstanding birding locations and 
excellent amenities makes Alabama’s 
Gulf Coast a year round vacation and 
birding destination.

The Gulf Shores/Orange Beach Loop is 
a haven for wading and shore birds along 
the beaches, lakes and lagoon. The Hugh 
Branyon Back Country Trail and the Gulf 
State Park offer miles of protected lands 
to explore. Further west, the Fort Morgan 
Loop features sites among the trails of the 
Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge and 
the grounds of historic Fort Morgan. Even 
the inland trails offer water views such as 
those along the South Baldwin County 
Loop. Next, Mobile Bay is the focal point 
as birders explore their way through the 
cities of Fairhope and Daphne on the 
eastern shore, then travel along the 
Mobile Bay Causeway and more. Con-
tinuing further north, the Mobile-Tensaw 
River Delta Loop might best be explored 
by boat, but there are several access points 
noted for exploring the bottom lands and 
woodlands. Dauphin Island, on the 
western shore of Mobile Bay, is renowned 
as one of the top birding spots in the 
country. The Dauphin Island-Bayou La 
Batre Loop offers an amazing spring 
migration as birds literally fall from the 
sky after their return flight over the Gulf.

This combination of diverse topogra-
phy and habitats makes Alabama’s Gulf 
Coast, particularly during the spring and 
fall migrations, a birder’s paradise and 

The Alabama Coastal Birding Trail
Birds, Beaches and Biodiversity Make Alabama’s Gulf Coast a Birder’s Paradise
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ALABAMA COASTAL BIRDING TRAIL OSPREY PAIR: Gulf State 
Park is an excellent location to view mating pairs of Osprey 
and their young each spring and summer.

the trail gives them the key to finding 
the best experience. The Alabama 
Coastal Birding Trail Guide Book 
describes in detail the birding spots most 
frequented by Alabama birders. Visit 
www.alabamacoastalbirdingtrail.com 
for trail maps and descriptions.

In addition, special events during the 
year offer even more excitement and 
learning opportunities for birders. The 
Hummer/Bird Study Group, a volunteer 
organization with a passion for birds and 
the preservation of their habitat, visits his-
toric Fort Morgan in April and October 
for bird research and banding. Many 
come to watch the volunteers capture, 
retrieve, weigh, measure, band and release 
the wide variety of migrating birds. The 
population levels, general health of the 
birds and effects of the weather on bird 
migration are also studied in this 
educational/research program.

Many more visitors discover all the 
trail has to offer during the annual 
Alabama Coastal Birdfest, held each 
October. The three-day festival features 
activities that can be enjoyed by both 
the avid birder and the amateur seeking 
an outdoor weekend getaway. Visit 
www.alabamacoastalbirdfest.com for 
a festival schedule.

ALABAMA COASTAL BIRDING TRAIL BLUE HERON: Great 
Blue Herons are common sites fishing along the water’s 
edge on Alabama’s Gulf Coast.

SPECIAL ADVERTISING SECTION

 Gulfshores.com/birding
877-226-9089

Suddenly, 
you’re in a whole different state of  you’re in a whole different state of suspending time.

floating on air.

spreading your wings.

BirdFest 
October 2 - 4

Fall Bird Banding 
October 4 - 11

From great blue herons and gulls to hummingbirds 

and eagles our pristine beaches, marshlands, sparkling 

Gulf, dunes and protected habitats make this a resort 

paradise for birds and bird watchers alike. Wind your 

way through drivable loops featuring more than 50 

interpretive birding sites, and find yourself transformed.

@alabamabeachesGulfShoresOrangeBeach
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digital editiOns OF tHe Print Magazine

digital editiOns:
•	 Utilize more robust advertising in digital  

magazine issues

•	 Feature immediate and interactive content

•	 Drive traffic to your media

•	 Track and measure effectiveness

•	 Gain additional exposure through push 
notifications

•	 Free app is available to subscribers for:  

o iPad through the iTunes Newsstand  

o Nook through Barnes & Noble  

o Kindle Fire through Amazon  

interactive Features:
•	 Web links – Live links to any site 

www.mysite.com

•	 Shopping Cart – Connect to your own cart

•	 Email links – Direct email links 
call.me@mycompany.com

•	 Social media links – Clip – Share, Like, Follow

•	 Videos

•	 Audio

•	 Track and measure effectiveness

Print
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digital cOntent Marketing

•	 Engage consumers 

•	 Drive brand awareness

•	 Reinforce brand loyalty

•	 Generate response

•	 Drive traffic

•	 Build your audience

}Collect valuable data about your  
consumers; measure brand awareness

Generate pre-event excitement.  
Share event photos and information

Engage your audience through interactive, 
community-building content

Offer premiums, special offers and  
information to create brand awareness

surveys  
and polls 

trivia and  
contests

event  
engagement

Promotional  
offers

BirdWatching can create value for you using 
customized, native digital content designed to: 

BirdWatching content Marketing Platform
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birdWatcHing in tHe Field

BirdWatching magazine 
features bonus distribution  
at these important events:

 Cape May Autumn  
Birding Festival

Cape Cod Bird Festival

 Wings Over Water  
Wildlife Festival

HummerBird Celebration

 Florida Keys Birding  
& Wildlife Festival

 ABA Young Birders Conference

 Rio Grande Valley  
Birding Festival

Sandhill Crane Festival

Alaska Bald Eagle Festival

 Central Valley Birding 
Symposium

Monterey Bay Birding Festival

Ding Darling Days

Cape MAYgration

BirdWatching sponsors notable events and partners with key venues worldwide. 
Events and sponsorships enable the magazine to connect with new audiences year 
after year. Special subscription promotions and effective bonus distribution on-site.

Photo by Missy Mandel
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Part OF tHe MadavOr Media FaMilY OF brands

the power of passion. the energy of enthusiasm. 
Madavor Media connects brands with passionate and enthusiastic audiences. Whether you’re looking to  

communicate with your demographic through an established magazine title, an event activation, a custom 

magazine or website, Madavor Media has the content, tools and relationships to make it happen. 

Madavor Media brings passion, energy and enthusiasm to every client.
Madavor Media delivers specialized and educational content to an audience of over 2 million engaged readers.

•	Madavor	Media	was	founded	in	2004

•	Headquartered	in	Braintree,	Massachusetts

•	3	divisions:	Wellness,	Enthusiast	and	Custom	Publishing

•	11	properties	which	encompass:

   Print magazines | Digital Assets | Event Sponsorships | Custom Content

•	Content	marketing	services

•	Tenured	team	of	publishers	and	media	content	leaders

•	Custom	Publishing	Division

•	In-house	creative	group	of	artists,	designers	and	production	professionals

•	Staff	of	digital	and	online	specialists

•	Full-time	editorial	staff

•	Experienced	advertising	sales	team

•	World-renowned	medical	advisory	board

•	Diverse	and	experienced	network	of	freelance	editorial	contributors

Headquartered in the Boston area, Madavor Media has team members throughout the United States, close to  

the communities of interest that they serve. Madavor’s headquarters acts as the hub for production, administration 

and information, but its associates around the country keep in close contact with our customers.
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MadavOr brands

America’s preeminent 
jazz enthusiast 

magazine. Named the 
Best Jazz Periodical by 

the Jazz Journalists 
Association for the 16th 

straight year. 

Founded in 1889,  
The Writer relies on  
an award-winning 

editorial staff to provide 
practical coverage of  
the craft of writing. 

For over a quarter-
century, BirdWatching 

has been North 
America’s premier 

magazine about wild 
birds and birding. 

We cover the latest news 
from the skating world 

to front-row coverage of 
every major domestic 

and international 
competition of the elite 

stars of the sport. 

Volleyball covers 
everything from indoor 
to beach competitions, 

prep to pro, collegiate to 
international teams, and 
everything in between. 

Enthusiast Division

Arthritis Self-
Management publishes 

valuable information 
for the growing number 
of people with arthritis 

who want to know more 
about managing their 

condition. 

Diabetes Self-
Management publishes 

practical information 
focusing on the day-
to-day and long-term 
aspects of diabetes in 
a positive and upbeat 

style. Featuring a center 
section dedicated to 

Diabetic Cooking. 

Published for health-
care professionals, 
we cover a variety 
of diabetes-related 

information, to allow 
for top-notch care for 

diabetes patients. 

Diabetes Self-
Management for the 

professional. 

Gluten-Free Living 
is a magazine that 

showcases information 
that inspires readers 
to live an informed, 
abundant fulfilling 

gluten-free lifestyle. 

Wellness Division
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JOrdan desrOsier 
SaleS Manager 

617.706.9080 
jdesrosier@madavor.com

nOra FreW 
SaleS aSSISTanT 

617.706.9087 
nfrew@madavor.com

rObin MOrse 
DIrecTor of SaleS & MarkeTIng 

617.315.9030 
rmorse@madavor.com

VISIT uS aT: 
www.BirdWatchingDaily.com


